NAME:_______________________  CLASS:_______________  SECTION:____________

INSTRUCTOR:____________________________  DATE OF TRIP:__________________
GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY WORKSHEET

Complete this worksheet during your visit to Griffith Observatory.  You do not need to do this in any particular order.  All questions are independent of each other.  It’s OK if you don’t finish – but see how far you can get.  This activity is designed to help you see and do more interesting things.  Have fun!  
W.M. KECK FOUNDATION CENTRAL ROTUNDA:

1. Observe the Foucault Pendulum.  What is the purpose of this large swinging ball?  You can ask a docent to explain what is happening.



2. Look up at the Hugo Ballin Murals.  They were extensively restored during the renovation.  Can you find the small “secret” spot that was not cleaned?  In which direction must you face to see this – toward the Front Door (North), the Wings (East or West), or toward the Planetarium (South).

WILDER HALL OF THE EYE (East Wing):
As you walk through the front doors, this is the wing to the left.

1. Take a look at the Palomar Telescope model.  At one time, this was one of the largest observatories in the world.  Take a look at the Palomar Telescope Mirror Plug.  What is this?


2.  Check out the Infrared Camera.  It’s mounted high up looking down.  Rub your hands and see how hot they get.  Put your hand on the front page of your notebook and then turn the pages.  Infrared light is “emitted”, not “reflected” light.  What does this mean?  What other fun experiments can you do with this camera?
HALL OF THE SKY (West Wing):
As you walk through the front doors, this is the wing to the right.
1. Observe the images of the sun.  Are there any sun spots?  How many?





2. What do the public spectroscopes show you?




3. Take a look at the Periodic Table of Elements.  Some of the elements are gasses.  Click the button that lights the gas tubes.  Write down three that light up.  Any you recognize?



COSMIC CONNECTION SPIRAL CORRIDOR:
Walk down the windy circular corridor.  Check out the display on the way down.  At the top of the windy corridor is a description.  

1. The display consisted of many pieces of what?




2. How many pieces are included in this extensive collection?



EDGE OF SPACE EXHIBITS:

1. Touch one of the meteorites.  What type of meteorite is this and how heavy is it?




2. Are you allowed to touch the Apollo Moon Rock?




3. What does the Cosmic Ray Chamber demonstrate (or show)?



GUNTHER DEPTHS OF SPACE EXHIBITS:

1. On your way down the stairs, check out Pluto.  Is it a planet?  If not, what is it (read what they tell you)?



2. Is Pluto larger or smaller than your fist?  How big is the sun on this scale?



3. How big is “The Big Picture”?  Just estimate, doesn’t have to be exact.



4. What does the big picture show?  How many stars or galaxies can you see (don’t just say “a lot”, read what it tells you).



5. Find Einstein.  Visit (or sit) with Einstein on the bench.  What is he looking at (ask a docent to help you if you need to).



6. Check out the seismograph.  Does it indicate any earthquake activity for this day?|



7. Find the exhibit for the Zeiss Mark IV Projector.  What is this?




LEANARD NEMOY EVENT HORIZON THEATER:
Watch the 20 minute video shown in the Event Horizon Theater.  Shows are every hour on the hour.  

1. Griffith Observatory is named after whom?   Give first and last name.


2. When was the observatory built?



3. List one or two films filmed at Griffith Observatory.




4. List one or two things that were fixed during the renovation.



5. What does Leanord Nemoy’s wife like to do in the dark at the Event Horizon Theater?





SAMUEL OSCHIN PLANETARIUM SHOW:
Watch the 45 minute planetarium show.  Most shows start quarter past the hour (check schedule).  Student tickets are $5 (general admission is $7).  Attach the ticket stub to this (your write-up).
1. What did the presenter hold up to the audience (so everyone could see).



2. Did the stars twinkle in the planetarium?



3. What was the show about?




12-INCH ZEISS TELESCOPE (ROOF TERRACE):

1. Visit the telescope located on the Eastern wing of the roof.  Is this a refractor or reflector telescope?  Refractors are long and skinny with lenses, and reflectors tend to be short and fat with mirrors.





2. Did you get a chance to look through the telescope (scopes open nightly (except Mondays) weather permitting – check times in advance if interested).  What did you look at?  Explain what it was.Hhh
