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Below a list of media coverage documenting the fiscal problems of other community colleges in the state and the cuts they made. The link to each full article or news story is included. This is media coverage between July 2009 and July 2010. Media coverage before July 2009 is not included because the list would be extremely long. Even this list may seem long but these are just a few of the many articles written over the last year documenting the difficult choices and cuts made by community colleges across the state as a result of the state budget cuts. Many colleges have made deeper and more drastic cuts than SBCC, cutting complete sessions and programs. Butte College, for example, cut its entire program for older students (article included below). Many colleges have laid off or furloughed regular employees - as we know, SBCC has not done that due to prudent and effective fiscal management. There would be a lot of say about the great shape SBCC is in compared to other community colleges in the state. These articles provide evidence in support of this statement.

The community colleges and/or districts covered in these articles include:

Allan Hancock College

American River College

Butte College

Cabrillo College

City College of San Francisco

Cerritos College

College of the Canyons

College of the Sequoias

Cuesta College

Fresno City College

Glendale Community College District

Hartnell College

Long Beach City College

Merced College

Napa Valley College

Sacramento City College

San Diego Community College District

San Jose Community College District

Santa Ana College

Santa Rosa Junior College

Sierra College

State Center Community College District

Ventura Community College District

Victorville Valley College

Yuba Community College District

West Hills Community College District

Edward Shands Adult School in East Oakland

Community colleges stop funding business centers

Top-performing Santa Rosa Junior College center able to serve fewer clients as state-federal partnership ends

The Press-Democrat (daily newspaper)

Published:  Sat., July 31, 2010

http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20100731/BUSINESS/7311012/1036?tc=ar 

Chancellor reviews budget constraints during visit to Solano Community College

The Times-Herald (local daily newspaper)

Published:  Fri., July 30, 2010

http://www.timesheraldonline.com/news/ci_15639412 

Adding classes while others cut

This coming academic year, when nearly all of California’s 72 community college districts are either cutting classes or keeping their numbers level despite unprecedented demand, one district is bucking the trend and adding classes. But it is taking a significant risk in doing so with one-time money - without knowing whether it will be able to maintain the funding to make the additions permanent.

Inside Higher Ed (education trade periodical)

Published:  Thurs., July 29, 2010 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2010/07/29/sdccd 

Victorville Valley College eliminates 39 course sections this fall

In 2009-10, some 140,000 students were turned away from California community colleges, the state Community Colleges Chancellor’s office reports. At VVC last fall, some 4,400 student names were left on wait lists.

The Daily Press (local newspaper)

Published:  Sun., July 25, 2010

http://www.vvdailypress.com/news/vvc-20686-course-eliminates.html 

Napa Valley College stricter on student fee payment

The Napa Valley Register (local daily newspaper)

Published:  Wed., July 14, 2010 

A new policy is forcing Napa Valley College students to pay class fees earlier or be dropped from their courses. Students are protesting the policy, but college administrators say the school can no longer risk losing these fees at a time of reduced state financial aid.

http://napavalleyregister.com/news/local/article_c55bcebe-8f09-11df-ac3e-001cc4c03286.html 

Community colleges cut summer classes due to budget

KGTV San Diego (ABC San Diego affiliate)

By Hal Clement and Robert Santos | Published:  Wed., July 7, 2010

Budget cuts at two local community colleges have caused thousands of students to place their education plans on hold.

http://www.10news.com/video/24163917/index.html 

No Calif. budget means no money for community colleges

Community colleges have a few options when they stop getting checks from the state. Chancellor Jack Scott says schools fortunate enough to still have reserves may use those, while others seek out loans. But either way, he says, they lose. “It does necessitate borrowing money or dipping into reserves, all of which cost the college interest, and all of that means there’s less money to spend on students which is what we’re in the business of.” Last year community college funding was cut 8 percent. Scott estimates 140,000 students were turned away because of course reductions. He says it’s unfortunate, but late budgets are a fact of life in California.

KPBS (San Diego public radio)

Published:  Mon., July 5, 2010

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/jul/05/no-calif-budget-means-no-money-community-colleges/ 

Local community colleges adjust to fewer classes, greater student need

Lake County News (local newswire)

Published:  Wed., June 30, 2010

http://lakeconews.com/content/view/14729/919/ 

Glendale Community College students struggle to find classes

Amid fewer classes on the schedule, students are filling classes beyond capacity

Glendale News-Press (local newspaper)

Published:  Tues., June 29, 2010 

http://www.glendalenewspress.com/news/tn-gnp-summer-20100629,0,5156446.story 

Oakland adult education could be thing of the past

The Edward Shands Adult School in East Oakland, a second chance for many Oakland residents, is likely to close this year - and not for a lack of need. If the budget cuts proposed by the governor in May make it into the final state budget, Shands and most other adult education centers and programs in Oakland, which has offered classes for 139 years, will be history.

The San Jose Mercury News (daily newspaper)

Published:  Thurs., June 24, 2010

http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15370754?nclick_check=1 

Stretched too thin: California needs to rein in its community colleges

The New America Foundation (nonprofit periodical)

Published:  Tues., June 22, 2010 

http://higheredwatch.newamerica.net/blogposts/2010/stretched_too_thin_california_needs_to_rein_in_its_community_colleges-33388
Cabrillo board approves leaner budget for coming year 

The Cabrillo College Governing Board unanimously approved a 2010-2011 preliminary budget on Monday, digging into reserves and using one-time funds to bridge a $2.3 million gap. In 2010-2011, there will be no salary increases at Cabrillo and no winter session, which is a one-month session in January that serves a smaller number of students than the fall, spring and summer sessions. Because the college has approved layoffs and cuts to classes, Cabrillo Classified Employees Union president Stephanie Stainback asked the board to consider supporting a parcel tax as a way to raise revenue. But with deadlines looming to poll  the public and a tax proposal on the November ballot, the board decided to table it.

Mercury News (daily newspaper)

Published:  Mon., June 14, 2010

http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_15295554?nclick_check=1
Tough summer for California community college students, officials say

California community college leaders warned Thursday that students will face difficulties enrolling in summer school classes because of reductions in state funding. Some community colleges are offering only half the number of course sections as last summer and are compiling long waiting lists of students seeking a classroom seat, they said.

The Los Angeles Times (daily newspaper)

Published:  Thurs., June 3, 2010

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/06/tough-summer-for-community-college-students-officials-say.html
Merced College surprised by summer enrollment numbers

Neighboring campuses like Fresno City College say they are seeing typical enrollment numbers; however there is a 7% decline in enrollment across the district. At the College of the Sequoias summer enrollment is down 12% due to the fact the school is now offering fewer summer courses.  As for students waiting to enroll at Merced College many classes are already full. Students are now being put on waiting lists or may have to sit in on classes once the semester begins. 

KFSN (Fresno ABC affiliate)

Published:  Wed., May 19, 2010 

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/education&id=7449462
Community colleges to see influx of summer students

Several colleges (in the Bay area) were forced to cut classes and some, like the City College of San Francisco, risked losing their summer session altogether.

Golden Gate (X)Press (San Francisco State University student publication)

Published:  Tues., May 18, 2010

http://xpress.sfsu.edu/archives/life/015042.html
Recession ravaging region’s adult education classes

Many Sacramento school districts are severely cutting adult education classes, while others are eliminating entire programs, leaving thousands of adult students wondering what classes will remain this fall.

The Sacramento Bee (daily newspaper)

Published:  Tues., May 4, 2010 

http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/04/2724804/recession-ravaging-regions-adult.html 

City colleges lack funds for extra frills and fun

At community colleges, some take aerobics instead of joining a gym. Learn to paint without pursuing a degree. Even enroll in a blackjack dealers' class to boost their odds as a player. Now, given the state's budget crisis, the question is whether California's over-stuffed community colleges can focus on students with academic or career ambition and still afford to serve those with more casual interests.  Both the West Hills and College of the Sequoias districts plan to shift the cost of some classes to students. Under that system -- used on campuses throughout California -- community members generally pay the full price of instruction rather than the statewide $26 per-unit fee. Officials at the Coalinga-based West Hills district said they want to protect options for the community -- but not at the expense of core classes. That's why students in self-supporting classes may pay $10 or $15 a month for an aerobics class or $45 for a monthlong course on computer basics for senior citizens. 

California's 112 community colleges primarily offer vocational and academic instruction -- providing classes in basic skills and job-training and preparing students for transfer to four-year universities. Over time, many colleges also developed classes for the community. Now, the system is under pressure -- especially this year as demand grew and the statewide community college budget absorbed a $520 million cut. State officials and community college leaders have urged campuses to pare back or shift the cost of nonessential classes -- painting those as luxuries the system can't afford to subsidize. At a convention in November, state Chancellor Jack Scott said: "It is not our job to provide physical exercise for adults who don't want to pay the fees to join an athletic club or provide a course for those who want to learn quilting." 

The Fresno-based State Center district is looking at whether students in the few noncredit classes offered should pay the full cost. Officials also are analyzing students who repeat classes.

The Fresno Bee (local daily newspaper)

Published:  Thurs., April 22, 2010

http://www.fresnobee.com/2010/04/22/1907518/city-colleges-lack-funds-for-extra.html 

(Ventura) Community college board to cut or reduce 33 positions

The board that oversees Moorpark, Oxnard and Ventura colleges eliminated or reduced 33 jobs late Tuesday night at its monthly meeting in Ventura, after hearing from about a dozen workers and students who protested the cuts. Speakers asked the Ventura County Community College District board to consider other ways of saving money, such as furloughs or dipping into savings, saying layoffs hurt students. 

The district is facing a $6.5 million shortfall in the next fiscal year, and the layoffs are part of a series of cost-cutting steps, said Vice Chancellor Sue Johnson.

The district already has cut one summer session, eliminated 41 jobs and laid off at least 91 part-time faculty. Officials also plan to trim $3 million in operating expenses. 

By Jean Cowden Moore 

Ventura County Star 

Posted April 13, 2010 

http://www.vcstar.com/news/2010/apr/13/community-college-board-still-discussing-layoffs/
Long Beach City College to hold one session of summer school

LONG BEACH - Long Beach City College officials plan to greatly reduce - but not eliminate - summer school this year, the college announced Friday.  LBCC officials had been considering all but eliminating summer school, reducing course offerings just to those needed for year-round vocational programs. But the college has decided to hold only one, six-week session of summer school, instead of the three sessions offered last year. The single summer session will include academic classes, not just vocational courses as officials had been considering. The elimination of the two summer sessions will result in a 50 percent drop in summer course offerings relative to last year - generating $1.2 million in savings. 

The Long Beach Press-Telegram (daily newspaper)

Published:  Fri., March 26, 2010

http://www.presstelegram.com/news/ci_14765266
Official: Keep core classes

Chancellor advises community colleges to save technical training, basic skill and transferable classes.

California Community Colleges Chancellor Jack Scott on Wednesday painted a bleak picture of junior colleges across the state, predicting that next year’s enrollment will see a slight decrease after years of record-high student populations. At a time when the state unemployment rate is 12%, and more people are turning to community colleges, Scott urged the colleges to focus on retaining technical training courses, transfer courses that allow students to apply to four-year colleges and basic skills classes. “Even though we think that lifelong learning is important, perhaps cuts will have to occur in these areas,” Scott said during a conference call from Sacramento with reporters. “At least that’s what we’re suggesting to our colleges. We’re telling them to make sure and meet the needs of students first. Some of them have come to our campuses and want desperately to get into CSU and UC schools.”

Daily Pilot (local online periodical)

Published:  Wed., February 24, 2010|By Tom Ragan

http://articles.dailypilot.com/2010-02-24/news/dpt-colleges022510_1_transfer-courses-community-colleges-orange-coast-college
Community colleges lose students to budget cuts

The San Jose Mercury (daily newspaper)

Published:  Wed., February 24, 2010

http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-news/ci_14462865?source=rss
Two-year colleges near max

vAs budget woes lead to course cuts, statewide enrollment has begun to drop

College of the Canyons leaders have watched enrollment soar in recent years, even as state budget cuts have forced officials to cut the number of courses each term. But that trend might end soon unless state funding turns around and community colleges, like COC, can add classes to meet the demand from students dealing with an economic downturn, officials said Wednesday.

Posted: February 24, 2010

http://www.the-signal.com/archives/25152/ 

Budget woes hit district / Second round of layoffs hurt; 5 percent of classes canned

Budget cuts continue to hit the San Jose Evergreen Community College District hard. The district recently went through a second round of layoffs, removing 15 full-time employees, and has cancelled about 5 percent of classes in each department. The number of people laid off doesn’t include an additional group of adjunct faculty members who will no longer teach because of the class cancellations.

City College Times (San Jose City College student newspaper)

Published:  Mon., February 8, 2010

http://www.sjcctimes.com/index.php?action=fullnews&id=281
SAN FRANCISCO CITY COLLEGE CANCELS SUMMER SESSION

Thousands of students who expected to make up missed courses or simply move their education forward will have to put those plans on hold this year because City College of San Francisco is canceling its popular summer session.  College trustees axed the $4 million summer school program to help close a budget gap expected to top $12 million. All but some state-mandated vocational classes will vanish, leaving more than 2,000 City College students wondering what to do this summer.

The San Francisco Chronicle

By Nanette Asimov

Published:  Thurs., February 4, 2010

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2010/02/04/MNGF1BS143.DTL 

Cuesta College cuts could flood Hancock College summer enrollment

Hancock College may have its hands full this summer after Cuesta College announced it's eliminating most of its summer 2010 courses. Cuesta says it had to cut the classes due to a lack of funding. Many of those students may look to attend Hancock College instead. That would create more competition for fewer summer openings.

Hancock College's budget deficit is already in the millions.

By Ariel Wesler, KSBY News

Published:  Wed., February 3, 2010

SIERRA COLLEGE VOTE ON $10 MILLION IN CUTS

ROCKLIN, CA- Sierra College is one of the many community colleges in California that have to make dramatic cuts in order to balance their budget.

KXTV News 10 (ABC affiliate)

By Wendy Poon | Published:  Tues., February 2, 2010

http://www.news10.net/news/story.aspx?storyid=74477&catid=2 

HOW TO SAVE A CLASS AT SANTA ANA COLLEGE:  A TASTE OF SANTA ANA

If the members of Santa Ana College's Associated Student Government don't resurrect a class for the school's currently canceled summer session this year, it won't be for lack of trying. So far, a fruit cup sale and a parking raffle have raised $1,000. The committee needs a total of $4,500 to bring back one class.

OCWeekly (online publication)

By Fiorella Casella| Published:  Tues., January 26, 2010

http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/school-daze/how-to-save-a-class-at-santa-a/
SCHOOL’S OUT NEXT SUMMER

The Yuba Community College District plans to cancel a six-week session of summer school classes in 2010 and offer fewer classes next spring, spokesman Adrian Lopez says. "We have a memo from the chancellor's office saying we need to reduce our workload," Lopez said Thursday of the California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office in Sacramento. "All community colleges are reducing their schedule one way or another." The six-week summer session in June is the first of two, Lopez said, and the second session starting in July and covering eight weeks will be held. The planned cancellation of the first session affects Yuba College in Linda as well as Woodland Community College in Yolo County, Lopez said.

The Yuba City Appeal-Democrat 

By Ryan McCarty | Published:  Thurs., August 27, 2009 

http://www.appeal-democrat.com/news/college-85941-session-community.html
STRUGGLES FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES

It's an economics lesson nobody likes. Community colleges are maxed out, with more than students than ever before. Only now they have less classes to choose from.

 Many people that went to college remember the struggles of crashing classes. But the state's been having economic struggles, and it's affecting the amount of classes. Some students at Mesa college don't even know what to do.

FOX 5 News in San Diego (television)

By Brian Flores| Published:  Tues., August 25, 2009

http://www.fox5sandiego.com/news/kswb-community-college,0,4105852.story
CUTBACKS COMPLICATE FIRST DAY OF AT SACRAMENTO CITY COLLEGE

Heather Barmby approached a help desk in the quad of Sacramento City College on Monday. "I was just told the history class I was trying to get into is not available for me to get into," she told an adviser. "So I'm trying to find another one." The adviser, Dianne Bennett, looked through a list of open courses.  "There's a Saturday class that only has seven people on the waiting list," she said.

The Sacramento Bee

By Laurel Rosenhall | Published:  Tues., August 25, 2009

http://www.sacbee.com/ourregion/story/2136154.html 

HIGHER FEES AND FEWER OPTIONS AWAIT STUDENTS 

LONG BEACH - As classes begin today at Long Beach City College and Cerritos College, students are facing fewer course offerings and higher fees. 

As part of the state budget deal, community college fees rose from $20 to $26 a unit this fall. Both colleges, facing budget cuts, have had to reduce course offerings at a time when they are seeing more students seeking admission. 

The Press Telegram

By Kevin Butler | Published:  Sun., August 16, 2009

http://www.presstelegram.com/news/ci_13141630?source=rss
Cuts thin Hartnell’s ranks and offerings 

Salinas Valley students returning to Hartnell College in the fall can expect to find a leaner and meaner place of learning. 

Leaner because the two-year community college has slashed several classes and offerings, and meaner because students will be paying more per unit and priority for courses is being given only to those planning to transfer to four-year universities.

By Maria Ines Zamudio | Published: Mon., Aug. 3, 2009

http://www.thecalifornian.com/article/20090803/NEWS01/908030309
Butte College cuts elder education program

Tears rolled off the weathered cheeks of many residents Thursday at the WindChime Assisted Living Community in Chico after their last exercise class with Cory Williams.

OROVILLEMR.COM (Oroville Mercury-Register Web Site

By Megan McCourt | Published: Fri., July 31, 2009

http://www.orovillemr.com/news/ci_12971763
No vacancy

At American River College, in Sacramento, desperate times are calling for desperate measures. Like so many community colleges in California, all reeling from $825 million in state budget cuts, American River simply does not have enough classroom space to accommodate all of its students. Last month, for example, estimates noted that almost 250,000 students statewide would be kept from community colleges due to dwindling space.

Inside Higher Ed (education trade periodical)

Published:  Thurs., July 21, 2009 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/07/21/california 

Cuts in enrollments at UC and CSU

New financial pain looms for UC students

Capitol Weekly

By Max Theiler| Published:  Thurs., July 15, 2010

The University of California at Berkeley plans to enroll 12 percent fewer Latino freshmen this fall than last, an effect blamed partly on its revenue-generating move to more than double the number of students it admits from outside California.

http://www.capitolweekly.net/article.php?_c=yzislloymp94tb&xid=yzifhi2muolcu1&done=.yzislloympy4tb
CSUS seeks 10.8 percent cut in enrollment by fall 2010

The Modesto Bee

By Deia de Brito | Published:  Sat., July 10, 2010

California State University, Sacramento, must reduce its enrollment by 10.8 percent by fall 2011.

CSUS officials plan to lower enrollment by about 2,500 in order to reach a target of 20,482, and will begin implementing some reductions as soon as this fall.

http://www.modbee.com/2010/07/10/1246684/csus-seeks-108-cut-in-enrollment.html
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