>>> "Low, Stephanie" <lows@CCCCO.edu> 09/20/10 4:03 PM >>>

Dear Ofelia, 

In your e-mail of September 9, 2010, you asked that the Chancellor's Office confirm in writing that the courses: Concert Band, Concert Choir, Symphony Orchestra, and Big Band Jazz Performance do not meet the guidelines required for funding under Programs for Older Adults.  I am confirming that the aforementioned courses do not meet the guidelines for funding as noncredit courses for the following reasons.
1.
All noncredit courses offered must meet the standards of California Code of Regulations, title 5, section 55002 (c) and must have approvals from the college and/or district curriculum committee.  The rationale is quite straightforward.  Every noncredit course that is offered should have background documentation that demonstrates the curriculum committee recommended the course and the governing board approved it. There is no such documentation for the courses: Concert Band, Concert Choir, and Symphony Orchestra.

2.
Additionally you mentioned that student attendance for the three noncredit courses Concert Choir, Symphony Orchestra and Concert Band was not properly monitored as outlined by the requirements stated in California Code of Regulations, title 5, section 58050(a)(2).   

3.  A course outline for "Big Band Jazz Performance" was submitted "informally" to our office for review. The proposal for Big Band Jazz Performance was not fully developed, but the course was generally described as a three hour rehearsal for 17 weeks. This would not qualify as a noncredit course. 

The Chancellor's Office approves college courses (credit/noncredit) not community education. Per California Code of Regulations, title 5, section 55002(d), such courses are described as community services offerings and the Chancellor's Office is not required to approve community service offerings. In addition, section 55160 (a)(b) states that community services offerings shall not be referred to as noncredit courses. Community services offerings are supported by class fees paid by students, not state funds. 

For these reasons, I believe it was wise of you and Dr. Jack Friedlander to "pull" the first three courses from your noncredit catalog.  The fourth course (Big Band Jazz Performance) also does not qualify per the above explanation.

I would like to close with a reference to a memo from Vice Chancellor Barry A. Russell to Chief Instructional Officers dated January 22, 2010, in which Dr. Russell stated "For 2009-2010 it is safe to assume all courses that are outside of transfer, basic skills, or career technical are potential courses for scrutiny as community colleges limit class offerings in response to large budget cuts across the state."  

I hope this answers your question. I'm sorry we won't be able to attend your faculty in-service training on Friday, September 24, which is a mandated furlough day for us.

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Low

Dean, Curriculum & Instruction

Academic Affairs Division

California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office

voice (916) 322-6888

fax (916) 445-6268

Background and Facts:

Monday Night Madness was offered as a new credit course beginning in late 1980s. In the 1994-95 academic year, the decision was made to transfer the Monday Night Madness course from the Credit to the Continuing Education Division and to offer it as non-credit, state-supported (tuition free) class under the Older Adults classification. This is one of the steps the college took in 1994-95 to lower its credit program instructional costs due to the reduction it received in state funding.

As part of the State Chancellor's Office review of regulations for offering non-credit, state-supported courses, it was determined that the Monday Night Madness course did not meet the criteria for it to be classified under the Older Adults classification and to be state supported. As a result, the college can no longer claim state funding for this course. In face of this reality, there are two options: to offer it as a tuition-based class, community service class or offer it again as a credit class as it used to be initially. Beginning with the 2011 Spring Semester, Monday Night Madness will be a one unit credit course that meets three hours a week for 16 weeks. Although the college will not claim it for state apportionment/funding this fall term, we will subsidize it and it will be offered as a non-credit course this fall term to enable students to take part in the Monday Night Madness performance group while it is being transferred back to the credit program.

The Concert Choir, Orchestra (Symphony), and Concert Band have been first offered and for many years as credit courses. As a consequence of changes in state regulations that placed more restrictions on the number of times a student can repeat taking a credit course, approximately 10 years ago, the college decided to create non-credit classes for each of these performance groups to enable students that could no longer repeat the credit course an option to continue taking part in these courses. Therefore, each of these performance groups was comprised of students that were enrolled in the credit course and those that were taking it as non-credit.

For the same reason as given for the Monday Night Madness course, the college can no longer offer the Concert Choir, Orchestra (Symphony), or Concert Band as non-credit classes under the Older Adults classification and claim state funding for them. These performance group courses will continue to be offered as credit classes. However, students will no longer have the option of enrolling in a state-supported, tuition-free, non-credit course so that they can participate in these performance groups. They were given the option to participate as volunteers which means that they will not pay enrollment or other fees, only the $12 for the music sheet, which they were paying before.
