Summary Information on Continuing Education

October 8, 2010

SBCC offers a strong program of lifelong learning that is affordable and accessible to the community. Lifelong learning is part of SBCC’s mission.

In spite of almost 10% cuts in State funding for the college over the past two years and increased scrutiny from the State, SBCC continues to offer about 2,000 adult education classes in 2010-11. 85% of the adult education classes offered are state-supported and tuition free to students.

Education programs for older adults (55 and over) continue to be open to all adults and include classes in art, crafts, literature, music, finance, psychology and communication. 46% of the 600 adult education classes offered in the fall 2010 term are in the older adult category.  SBCC Continuing Education also offers classes in parent education, family and consumer services, short-term vocational programs, health and safety, English as a Second Language, Citizenship, Adult High School and GED.

To round out the program of state-supported classes, we also offer recreational, community education classes at reasonable tuition fees. As noted above, only 20 additional courses became fee-based in spring 2010. Continuing Education has had fee-based classes for many years. The fee recovers only the direct costs of the classes. The indirect cost is subsidized by the college.

SBCC Continuing Education Program is the 7th largest among all 112 California Community Colleges. Many community colleges do not offer state-supported non-credit classes or offer only fee-based, community service classes.

For the first time in the history of the program, we have launched a scholarship program for adult education students with financial needs to cover the tuition in fee-based courses. The scholarship program was in place for the fall 2010 Continuing education term. The scholarship program will continue.

For an extensive analysis of the Continuing Education Division, its programs, course offerings, budget and  regulatory issues, we urge you to review the detailed material discussed at the Board study session on August  12, 2010 and brought again for continued discussion at the September 9, 2010 Board study session.

http://www.sbcc.edu/boardoftrustees/files/bot2010agendas/Agendaminutesandattachments.pdf
Attachment 4 pages 39-121
Also please see Responses to Community Questions online at http://www.sbcc.edu/adulted/

