FLATLAND,

by Edwin Abbot (1880°s);

A Romance of Many Dimensions,

SPHERELAND,

by Dionys Burger (1965)

A Fantasy About Curved Spaces & an Expanding Universe






EINSTEIN HAPPENED

by Isaac Asimov

Why was it necessary to write a sequel to Flatland?

Flatland, published originally about 1880, is a charming
geometric fantasy which, in the guise of dealing with living,
thinking creatures introduces the reader, painlessly, to the mys-
tertes of dimensional thinking. —Even to that all-but-ungrasp-
able concept, the fourth dimension.

But surely geometric fantasies are not subject to obsoles-
cence. Triangles, squares and spheres are today what they were
in 1880 and will remain so indefinitely into the future. Why, then,
continue the story? What more is there to say?

For one thing, the original Flatland was not about mathemat-
ics only. It also described a society in which casual assumptions
were made concerning class distinctions and, in particular,
women. The Victorian convention of women as a quite inferior
form of life was accepted without question. .

In the twentieth century, this view, both insulting and inju-
rious, to say nothing of being untrue, could not be accepted, and
Dionys Burger, the Dutch mathematician who published Sphere-
land in 1960, went to some pains to neutralize it. (Good for him!)
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